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Minutes 

Historic District Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, July 21, 2015 

Town Hall Meeting Room, Old Town Road 

7:00pm 

 

Present:  Members:  Chair William Penn, Vice Chair Martha Ball, Mark Vaillancourt, and Dennis Riordan.  

Absent: W. Douglas Gilpin, Jr., Claire McQueeny, and Michael Ballard.   Teressa Chmiel, Administrative 

Assistant was present for the recording of the minutes. 

 

Call to Order 

Chair William Penn called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.   

 

Matters from the Public not on the Agenda 

No public comment at this time. 

 

Approval of April 20, 2015, May 6, 2015, May 18, 2015, June 15, 2015 and June 22, 2015 minutes. 

Mr. Riordan made a motion, seconded by Ms. Ball, to approve the minutes of June 15, 2015 and June 22, 2015 

as presented. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays  

 3 Absent (Gilpin, McQueeny, and Ballard) 

 

Final Review: 

John & Sharron Boehm.  Plat 7, Lot 34-2.  Application by John & Sharron Boehm to install a split rail fence. 

 

John & Sharron Boehm property owners presented.  Mr. Boehm explained the Historic District Commission 

granted approval about ten years ago for a split rail fence.  The applicants are seeking approval to install the 

fence around the rest of property with the same style of post and three rails.  Mr. Penn and Ms. Ball discussed 

the split rail fence versus a traditional flat board fence.  Mr. Penn referenced a recent Land Trust HDC 

application in which the applicant decided not to use the proposed post and split rail but opted to use the flat 

board.  Mr. Penn stated the Commission encourages applicants to use a traditionally flat board fence.  Ms. Ball 

discussed the split rail being used recently not traditionally.   

 

Ms. Boehm expressed her concern of having two completely different styles of fence on the property and she 

noted she did not understand if they approved the previous fence why this application could not be considered 

for approved. 

 

Mr. Penn asked the applicants for support of information for consideration of their application. 

Mr. Vaillancourt question approving the split rail fence the Mr. Penn and Ms. Ball discussion on Mr. Penn 

stated the post and rail is not acceptable. 
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Ms. Ball made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, to table the application until the next regular scheduled 

meeting on August 18, 2015 meeting. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays  

 3 Absent (Gilpin, McQueeny, and Ballard) 

 

Signs: 

BIEP, LLC.  Plat 5, Lot 10.  Application by Peckham, Inc., Suzann Walsh of Block Island Rentals Online to 

install a projecting and A-frame sign. 

 

Suzann Walsh business owner of Block Island Rentals Online presented.  Ms. Walsh wishes to install a 

projecting and A-frame sign.  She explained the projecting sign will be eight (8’) from the ground to the bottom 

of the sign.  Mr. Penn reference the New Shoreham Zoning Ordinance, Section 504, (B)(10) Supports, stating 

due to the wind conditions, the sign needs to be securely fixed to prohibit the hanging sign from swinging.  She 

submitted a photograph of the white plastic A-frame with graphics as well as placement.  The Commission cited 

that the placement of the A-frame cannot impede on the sidewalk.  Ms. Walsh agreed to place the sign on the 

porch or in the grass area. 

 

Mr. Penn made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riordan to approve the installations of a projecting and A-frame sign 

for Suzann Walsh of Block Island Rentals Online, BIEP LLC, Plat 5, Lot 10 based on the following findings of 

fact: 

 

 The total area of the proposed projecting sign is less than the maximum allowable number of square feet 

permitted, as required under Section 504(C)(2) Size and Number; 

 The approval is for a two sided, white plastic A-frame as presented by the applicant and meets the 

requirements under 506(C)(2)(d) of the Zoning Ordinance for portable A-frame signs; and 

 The approval for the proposed projecting sign will be at least eight (8) feet above ground level, and shall 

conform to all other applicable provisions of Section 504 (C)(2)(c) of the Town of New Shoreham 

Zoning Ordinance. 

Stipulation: 

 The A-frame cannot be located within a sidewalk or other public right-of-way, but must be placed on the 

porch or in the grass area; and  

 The projecting sign needs to be securely fixed to prohibit the hanging sign from swinging. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays  

 3 Absent (Gilpin, McQueeny, and Ballard) 

 

New Shoreham House, Inc.  Plat 6, Lot 108.  Application by Emily Marye of Pottery Gal to install new signs. 
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Emily Marye, business owner Pottery Gal presented.  Ms. Marye explained she acquired the space formerly 

known as Déjà vu.  Mr. Riordan asked if the Déjà vu signs are still up, she replied they have been removed.  Mr. 

Penn referenced the Town of New Shoreham Zoning Ordinance, Section 504 (C)(b) Wall Signs, stating Ms. 

Marye’s application for allowable signage does not exceed the linear building frontage.  Ms. Marye submitted 

colors, letter and sizes, and location for the “Pottery Gal” sign.  Ms. Marye is asking approval for an A-frame 

sign, which will be located in the courtyard. 

 

Mr. Riordan made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, to approve the installation of new signs and an A-

frame for Pottery Gal, New Shoreham House, Inc., Plat 6, Lot 108 based on the following findings of fact: 

 

 The building is a significant structure in the Historic District; 

 The approval of the proposed sign is less than the maximum allowable number of square feet permitted, 

as required under Section 504(C)(2)(b) of the Zoning Ordinance; 

 The approval for the proposed sign meets the requirements under Section 506(C)(2)(d) of the Zoning 

Ordinance for portable A-frame signs; and 

 The approval involves a modification to an existing directional sign as presented by the applicant. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays  

 3 Absent (Gilpin, McQueeny, and Ballard) 

 

Update on Notice of Violation on signage issued for Settlers Rock Realty, LLC. 

Terri Chmiel reported that one (1) Notice of Violation dated July 20, 2015, was mailed to Settlers Rock Realty, 

LLC, The Inn at Old Harbor, Assessor’s Plat 6, Lot 155 for a flip flop type shoe as an advertising device.  A 

Second Notice of Violation was issued on July 21, 2015, to Settlers Rock Realty, LLC, The Inn at Old Harbor, 

Assessor’s Plat 6, Lot 155 for the installation of two projecting signs “Rooms Available” and “Ice Cream 

Parlor” without the required Historic District approval or a building permit. 

 

A brief discussion was held pertaining to the numerous unauthorized A-frame signs on Chapel Street. 

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Penn made a motion, seconded by Mr. Riordan, to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays  

 3 Absent (McQueeny, Gilpin, and Ballard) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teressa L. Chmiel 

Administrative Assistant Building & Land Use Department 

Approved:  August 18, 2015 

 

 


